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Rey. Mr. WHITEFIELD, 
UPON 


The Former SUBJECT 
OF 
REGENERATION, 


OR THE 


NEWBIRT I; 


DESIGNED 


To prevent his doing further Miſchief, upon 
his preſent return from GEORGIA. 


By TRISTRAM LAN P, NI A. 


Late Fellow of Clare-Hall, in Cambridge, Curate 
of St. James, Garlickbith, and Lecturer of the 


United Pariſhes of St. Anthony and St, John 


Baptiſt, in LonDoN. 


More eſpecially Me pray for the good Eſtate 0 of the Ca- 


tholick Church, that it may be ſo guided and governed 


by God's good Spirit, that all who pr off and call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians may be led into the Way of Truth, and 
bold the Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of 
Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life. 
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Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD, 


1 


S 1 R, : 


O ON after You ha&diſtinguiſhed your ſelf, 

here. in London, by many remarkable Singu- 
larities, I had Notice given me of the A. 
chief you was doing among eme well inclined 
People, whoſe Welfare I happened to be more 
immediately concerned for. 

I was obliged therefore, a great while before 
much abler Men appeared in Publick againſt you, 
to print a Zztter early to correct your capital Error 
about Regeneration; a Fondneſs for which, as far 
as I am capable of judging, has occaſioned all 
thoſe Miſtakes, which ever ſince have been greatly 
multiphed in your Myiſings and Conduct. 

You was pleaied to fend me word, the only 
Anfecr you wou'd offer me ſhou'd be according 
to King Hezerzab's Commandment upon Ratſha- 
ket*s Blaſphemy, ſaying, Arſtver him not. 


This, however malicious the Inſinuation con- 


tained in it, T own was prudent enough, when 
no better cou'd be attempted ; but at the ſame 
time ſufficiently convinces me, if your Mind had 
been open to Conviction, and free from every ill 
Impreſſion, that Leier wou'd have had the like 

B Effect 


1 

Effect upon you, as it had upon many other un- 
prejudiced Perſons, who were well ſatisfied, your 
Notion concerning the New Birth, 1s contrary to 
the ſound Judgment of the Church of England, 
therein clearly, tho? briefly repreſented. 

After what has happened ſince, I ſuppoſe You 
are ſo confirmed and rivetted in that, and many 
ſuch odd Opinions, among other Reaſons, upon 


account of the Neceſſity you may perceive of 


maintaining them, Having behaved fo long amiſs, 
and fo very indecently to all your Superiors, who 
kindly aſſiſted in bringing you out of them, that 
any thing elſe ſuperadded, with the ſame good 
Intention, will in all likelihood be quite thrown 
away upon you. 


However the common People among whom 


you make your Harveſt, mult ſtill be our Care, and 
ought to be guarded with the tendereſt Compaſ- 
ſion, againſt every pernicious Method You and your 
Brethren are taking to bewilder them. 

To that purpoſe Nothing will contribute more, 
as I apprehend, than to give them a right and full 
Notion of our Regeneration in Baptiſm; I ſhall 
therefore open this Subject to their View in the 
plaineſt manner I can, and what I have to offer 
more at large upon it, take the liberty of convey- 
ing to the Laity thro' your Hands, hoping by 
God's Bleſſing, whether you can digeſt it or not, 


this Doctrine will prove Food to their Souls, eaſy 
and wholeſome, | 
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St Peter has told us that Baptiſm doth now ſave 
us; but how? Why not only as by this ſolemn 
Rite We enter into the new Covenant with God, 
and ſo become Members of his myſtical Body, 
adopted Children in God's Family, and ſecure a 
Right and Title to the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
but alſo inaſmuch as You ſhall ſee, the Perſon dip- 
ped or ſprinkled with Water, at the ſame time 
is always baptiſed with the Holy Ghoſt, unleſs Some- 
thing be wanting on the part of the Receiver ; or 
in other Words; In this-Senſe doth Baptiſm now 
fave us, as It 1s the outward Means of the new 
Spiritual Birth, without which our bleſſed Maſter, 
in his Conference with Nicodemus, has exprelly told 
us, we can never juſtly hope for Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs; for what leſs, I wou'd fain know, can fair- 
ly be underſtood by that Declaration ? Except a 
Man be born again he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. 
In this Point, I imagine, We are agreed, that 
our Saviour, by theſe Words, intended to ſignify, 
without the New Birth, No One can be admitted 
into the Kingdom of Grace here, or Heaven 
hereafter z but the Queſtion between us will be, 
when does this New Birth commence, which our 
Lord is here talking of? Now That and Another 


relating to it, namely, How is It wrought in us? 


will quickly be decided, if You wou'd lay aſide 


Prepoſſeſſion, and think freely of the following 
Paſſage 3 where in the ſame Converſation our Sa- 
viour informs us, according to the Opinion of all 


the beſt Judges, ancient and modern, this mighty 


B 2 Change 


+] 


Change is effected in us at the time of our Baptiſm, 
and by the inexpreſſible Power of the Holy Spirit 


of God. Except, ſays he, a Man be born again of 


Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God. 


In which Text, you ſhou'd carefully obſerve, 


the Word Water is very expreſſive both of the 
Time, when we are born again, that is, when we 
are waſhed with Water in Baptiſm, and likewiſe 
of the outward Sin and Means of Regeneration; 
and the word Spirit, without the leaſt Force or 
Straining, naturally ſuggeſts to us that inward 
Spiritual Grace, by which the New Birth is always 
accompliſhed in us. 


Therefore, as St Paul freaks, If any Man be in 


Chriſt, that is, if any Man has been baptiſed with | 


Water, and is ſo become a Chriſtian, he is then a 
new Creature; old Things are then paſſed away, be- 
hold all Things are become new ; He has then contrac- 
ted new. ſpiritual Relations; He has God for his 
Father, and all Chriſtians for his Brethren; the 
State of his Soul from that Moment was altered; 
It was purified and cleanſed from its original Cor- 
ruption; and in ſhort, He who before was only 
the Sn of Alam, is now born again and become 
the Son of God, by the waſhing of Regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

If it be faid, It is impoſſible in the Nature of 
the Thing, that Water ſhou'd waſh away the Im- 
purity of Sin, I confeſs, in the Words of an in- 
genious Writer, that Water has no ſuch phyſical 


Quality 


1 


Quality in it; But what then? N either had For- 
dan any natural Power, beyond the Rivers of Da- 
maſcus, to cure a Leproſy, and yet we read Na- 
aman dipping in it ſeven times, by the Appoint- 
ment of God, bad his Fleſh come again like that of 
a little Child. 

The Waters of Baptiſm, it is acknowledged 
readily, have no Virtue of waſhing away Sin, a- 
riſing from their own Nature and Properties, but 


in conſequence of the divine Appointment and 


Covenant, they become the Laver of Regenera- 
tion, ſacramentally applied, to every fit Perſon, 
who by this Means is born again of Water and the 
Holy Spirit. 

And now, Sir, if this Matter be as I have re- 
preſented it, what becomes of your J/þ:ms about 
Regeneration? Here you find we were born again 
ſpiritually at the time of Baptiſm ; with what Pro- 
priety therefore, (ſince we can be Regenerate but 
once) can you tell baptiſed Chriſtians, they muſt be 
born again ? This 1s either confounding the Terms 
Regeneration and Repentance, which are diſtinct 
Things, and ſhou'd be kept ſeparate in our Minds, 
or elſe is downright Nonſenſe, ſince the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm, 1s the only outward Means, by which 
the New Birth is wrought in us; This indeed as 
was juſt now obſerved, not by any natural Efficacy 
in Baptiſm it ſelf to produce fo great an Altera- 
tion in us, but by the good Pleaſure and Appoint- 
ment of God, who has annexed his Grace to the 
due uſe of this Holy Ordinance, 


And 


1291 
And becauſe, when Perſons are baptiſed, they 
are then born again, the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt 


always accompanying Water Baptiſm, unleſs ſome- 


thing, as was before ſaid, be wanting on the part 
of the Receiver; therefore for this, among other 
Reaſons, our Church brings Infants to this Holy 
Sacrament, as ſoon as conveniently can be, that 
according to the Saying of Ananias, their Sins may 
be waſhed away by the Grace of God's Spirit; or as 
St Peter expreſſes it, that they may receive remiſſion 
of Sins and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; and after 


they are baptiſed, the Church of England ſuppoſes, 


they have been then Regenerate and Born again, as 
You may ſee in her Offices of Bapiiſin, publick and 
private, in her Catechiſm, in the Order of Confirma- 
tion, and her Articles, in conformity to what St 
Paul has taught us concerning the Church in gene- 
ral, that Chriſt in Baptiſm doth ſanctiſy and cleanſe 
it with the waſhing of Water, 

It might be proper here to ſhew you, how well 
All This agrees with the Dorine of every truly Ca- 
tholick Writer, from the beginning of Chriſtiani- 
ty; but I think it wou'd not be kind in me to 
lead you out of your Depth, by inquiring what 
was the Senſe of theprimzizive Church on this head; 
eſpecially when You may eaſily have recourſe to the 
late learned Dr Waterland's judicious Piece, and 
more eaſily know the Opinion of the Ancients on 
this Subject, if You only barely conſider the Im- 
portance of that Ariicle of the Nicene Creed, as 
Wa and enlarged by the Council of Con- 

ſtantinople ;; 
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fantinople; I acknowledge one Baptiſm for the remiſ- 
fion of Sins. : 26 
As this Letter was principally written for the uſe 
of common * Chriſtians of our own Communion, 
(for I fear, tho? It is directed to you, You, Sir, will 
receive but little Benefit by it.) I only deſire you 
and them to conſult the Church Catechiſm, where 
the Grace which is ſignified and conferred by Bap- 
tiſm, is ſaid to be a Death unto Sin, and a new 
Birth unto Righteouſneſs, that is, as a learned Di- 
vine has well obſerved, ſuch a Change in the Na- 
ture of the Perſon baptiſed, from Bad to Good, 
as is repreſented in Scripture by the two different 
States of Death and Life: Which is very much 
confirmed by St Paul, when he teaches us, that 
We are baptiſed into the Death of Chriſt, that we are 
buried with him by Baptiſm into his Death, that our 
old Man is crucified with him, that the Body of Sin 
might be deſtroyed ;, ſo likewiſe that if we be planted 
with him in the likeneſs of his Death, we ſhall be alſo 
in the likeneſs of his Reſurrection; if wwe be dead with 
Chriſt, we alſo live with him, and that we are dead to 
Sin, and alive to God thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
The Meaning of all which figurative Expreſ- 
ſions 1s undoubtedly this, that the Depravity and 
Corruption of human Nature, its Tendency and 
Proneneſs to Evil and Averſion to Good, which 
is incident to all Men, (upon a count of which, 
They are all faid to be born in 6 and conſequent- 
ly are Objects of his Diſpleaſure, and Children of 
Frath,) is ſo far extinguiſhed and aboliſhed, 


ang 


Ba 

and We are ſo far recovered out of that miſerable 
Condition we were in by Nature, have ſuch a new 
ſpiritual Life, Birth, and Reſurrection, by the 
Grace conferred in Baptiſm, that We are thereby 
re: inſtated in the Favour of God; and if our En- 
deavours co-operate with it, as the Apoſtle expreſ- 
ſes it, ſhall be able to walt in Newneſs of Life, 
that is, in a ſincere Practice of Holineſs and Vir- 
tue as long as we live. 

Thus have you ſeen the true Senſe of Scripture, 
and the fober Mind of the Church of England, 
upon the Subject of the New Birth; when there- 
fore You knew it is her conſtant Cuſtom to baptiſe 
Infants, in whom Nothing can be wanting to hin- 
der God's Grace in this Sacrament, how raſh muſt 
You appear, in boldly maintaining, that compari- 
tively Few who are baptiſed with Water are baptiſed 
with the Holy Ghoſt effettually. 

Does not our Church, as I told you before in 
my laſt Letter, teach us on the contrary in the 
moſt expreſs Terms, in her Office of Baptiſm, that 
Infants are baptiſed with Water and the Holy Ghoſt ? 
that they are /an#ified with the Holy Ghoſt ? that 
they coming to Baptiſm receive Remifſion of their 
Sins by ſpiritual Regeneration ? does She not give 
| hearty thanks to God after Baptiſm, that it hath 
pleaſed him to Regenerate ſuch Infants? And does 
She not ſay upon this Preſumption, I is certain by 
God's Word that Children which are baptiſed dying 
| before they commit actual Sin, are undoubtedly ſaved ? 


All 
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All this is direct Evidence againſt your FE 
grounded Aſſertion, fiot to be evaded by the 
Word, Effettually, with which you thought Pro- 
per to guard it; for certainly if Infant Baptiſm be 
allowed, it muſt be acknowledged Infants tnay 

be baptiſed with the Holy Ghoſt efeFually; tho? 
when they come to riper Years, they may depart 
from Grace given at the time of Baptiſm, and for 
want of improving it, fall into Sin; juſt as any 
Aiſtemper d Perſon may receive an effettual Cute 
from his Phyſician, tho' after his Recovery he may 
fall into the ſamie of a worſe Diſtemper by his owrl 
evil Practices. 

Having endeavoured to explain to You and the 
People the Subject of Regeneration, much per- 
plexed in your printed Sermon upon it, and here- 
tofore frequently puzzled in your private Mettinps ; 
I could wiſh You would attend, with a docible 
Mind, to what has been already delivered, and 
the ſeveral Conſequences which naturally flow from 
this Doctrine, now offered to the Conſideration 
of the Publict; and this J heartily wiſh for with 
the greater Earneſtneſs, becauſe I verily believe, 
all the vild indigeſted Fancies about Regeneration, 
Converſion, Fuſtification by Faith, Election, Perfec- 
tion, Water-Bapliſin, and the Reſt now prevailing, 

might hereby be refed, and the Schiſms_ thence. 
ot happily prevented; but whether You «vill 
Bear, or whether You will forbear, I ſhall proceed 
in my Deſign; having thus the Pleafure of ac- 
quainting you with the Purity of my Intentions 
S row ards 
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towards the common People of our Churcli; and 
whatever You may think of it, my Good-will 
towards Yourſelf likewiſe, though at preſent I 
muſt needs ſay, a moſt unworthy Member of it. 

From what has been ſaid, the People of our 
Communion may eaſily ſee and confute Your M 
takes, when You teach all baptiſed Chriſtians, 
to look upon themſelves as ſtill Vuregenerate, as 
odious in the Sight of God, and as Veſſels of bis An- 
ger fitted for Deſtruftion, till they are able to give 
a particular Account of their New Birth; or as 
You ſometimes expreſs it, the Time of their Conver- 
fron, Receiving the Spirit, or the Gift of Faith, 

Surely ſuch Doctrine very groſly contradicts 
the ſober Tenets of the Church of England, 
which informs all her Members, that in Baptiſm 
we died unto Sin, and were New Born unto Righte- 
ouſneſs ; and that tho* by Nature born in Sin, and 
Children of Wrath, we were hereby made the Chil- 
dren of Grace, our holy Mother farther teaches 
us, ſpeaking to the ſame Purpoſe, heartily to thank 
our heavenly Father, that he hath called us by Bap- 
tiſm 4% a State of Salvation, directly oppoſite to 
that unhappy Condition, You and Your Partners ſup- 
poſe Your Hearers to be placed in, when You 
plainly tell them notwithſtanding their Baptiſm, 
till they can date their Converſion, they are all yet 
abiding in a State of Damnation. 

Nay, which is more ſurprizing till, notwith- 
ſtanding 2ꝰ¹ have been baptiſed Yurſelf, and of- 
ten boaſted of many extraoramary Vouchſafe- 
ments 


1 
ments from Heaven, tho? You would have the 
World believe, Yu have received the Spirit in a 


wonderful Manner and Meaſure, You tell Your 


Friend Weſkey, You feel yourſelf an accurſed Sinner; 


and ſo You may be in the End, in a Senſe You 
are not aware of, if You don't take care to mend 
your Behaviour : God grant You may! But how 
any Chriſtian, in a Covenant State as You are, 


who ſincerely does the Will of God in all reſ- 


pects, and takes the greateſt Pains to compaſs Sea 
and Land to do his Maſter Service, as Yu pretend, 
can feel himſelf in ſo wretched a Condition, T am 
at a loſs to know, eſpecially when the Apoſtle has 
aſſured us, that Chriſt has redeemed us from the 
Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for us; much 
leſs, Sir, can I conceive, how when You fee! yourſelf 
an accurſed Sinner, You can at the fame time have 
Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Jay in the Holy Ghoſt. 

I ſuppoſe you'll reply, St. Paul ſpeaks much in 
the ſame manner, faying O wretched Man that 1 
am, I am carnal fold under Sin, but did you never 
hear nor read that he ſpeaks there in the Perſon 
of one Unregenerate? If not, look into Biſhop 


Bull's Works, and You'll find no /incere Chrif- 


tian can with any Propriety, utter ſuch an Ex- 
preſſion. 

Qur Ninth Article indeed, Jow aſſert, that the 
Infection of Nature doth remain, yea. in them that 
are 'regenerated, that is, in all that have been Bap- 
tiſed; for N. B. Regeneration and Baptiſin are one 
and the ſame thing here and throughout all our 
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Church Offices ; but tis to be obſerved, this very 
Article aſſures Believers and Baptiſed Perſons, not- 


withſtandi ing their Corruption ſtill remaining, 


that for tbem there is no Condemnation; that is, as 


muſt be ſuppoſed to make the Article conſiſtent 
with Truth, notwithſtanding the Frailties and In- 
Per fections of human Nature, which will ever be 
found here on Earth, in even the very beſt Chri/- 
tians; yet, as St. Paul tells us, there is no Condem- 
nation to them that are in Chriſt Feſus, that is to 
baptiſed Chriſtians, who walk hot after the Fleſh but 
after the Spirit; for they are ſo far reconciled thro? 
the Death of Chriſt by the Means of his own 
Ordinance ; they are fo far recovered out of that 
miſerable Condition, they were in by Nature, by the 


| Grace conferred in Baptiſm, that if their Endea- 


yours co-operate with it, and Care be taken to cul- 


tivate and improve it, they will be able to wak 
in Newneſs of Life, or in the ſame Apoſtlè's Lan- 


guage, to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſmg, 
being Fruitful in every good Thought, Word, and 


Wark. 


The Generality of Chriſtians, *tis true, and *tis 


much to be lamented, after their Baptiſm, ſmother 


and ſtifle that Principle of ſpiritual Life, which by 


the Holy Ghoſt was early4mplanted in them, thro? 


a vicious Courſe of Behaviour, and too frequently 
depart from Grace given, by their repeated actual 
Tranſgreſſions; There is great need therefore at 
all times, to call upon them to alter their wicked 
Conduct; and if by the Means of Grace and their 
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own bhoneſt Endeavours, they afterwards become 


" ſincere Penitents, They may be very well able, for 


ought I know, to tell the time when they began 
their Repentance : But the Almighty be praiſed for 
it, by the continued Aſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, 
There are ſome Few among us, who have hap- 
pily remembred their Creator in the Days of their 
Youth, and having been trained up from their 
Childhood in the Way They ſhowd go, when They 
have been old have never departed from it ; Ridicu- 
lous is it then to talk of the Neceſſity of being 
Regenerate and being Converted to ſuch excellent 
Chriſtians : And as to thoſe baptiſed Perſons, who 
have continually broken the Covenant of their 
God and habitually lived in Sin, I muſt tell You 
the proper ſcriptural Method to recover them ta 
the performance of their Duty, is not to inſiſt 
upon their being Born again, which I have proved 
is abſurd, but to intreat them to go out and weep 
bitterly, and return home to their gracious Father, 
by true Repentance and Amendment; for this great 
Privilege of the Goſpel deſerves to be conſider'd 
by You and all other the moſt grievous Offenders, 
that let the Behaviour of Chriſtians be never fo 
wicked, their Baptiſm gives them a right to be 
called Children in God's Houſe and Fomily, though, 
which is-often the Caſe in many other Families a- 
mong Men, whilſt They continue in their Wic- 
kedneſs, They ſeem quite abandoned, are wholly 
| | Y out 
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out of their Father's Favour, and will finally be 
diſinherited as Children of Diſobedience. 
If then all Chriſtians are Regenerate and. Born 


again in Baptiſm, as the Scripture informs us, and 


the Church of England likewiſe teaches in the fulleſt 
Terms, which has founded her Doctrine upon the 
Authority of Scripture; This ſhould make all the 
irue Friends of the Eſtabliſhment very careful and 
cautious, how They entertain any other Notion 
about the New Birth, than what has been com- 
monly received among us. Regeneration, or the 
New Birth, is undaubtedly neceſſary to our Salvation, 


but We can be regenerate but once, for to be born 


again oftner in a ſpiritual Senſe, as I ſaid in my 
firſt Letter, is juſt as impoſſible, as to be born 
twice or more in a natural. Notwithſtanding all 
your Suggeſtions therefore I hape, the Common 
People will be well ſatisfied with remembring, for 
their Souls great Comfort, that They have been 
already Regenerate in Baptiſm, and not fill their 
Heads with wwhim/ical Opinions about the Doctrine: 
And if ſince their Souls were purified on that /aver 
of Regeneration, They have ſtained and defiled 
them again, with the Pollutions of the World; if 
They have not lived ſince that time like New Crea- 
| Frres, and ſuch as have caſt off the old Man, and 
put on the New, which after God is created in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs, let them uſe the only re- 
medy now left them ; that is, endeavour by the ſe- 
veral Means of Grace, that are ſtill afforded them, 
as the Scriptureexpreſles it, to be renewed again in 
the 
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the Spirit of their Minds, or to be renewed again by 
Repentance. 

And now, from the Principles laid down, I ſhall 
give a ſhort Account of our Juſtification by Faith, 
about which You have lately made fo great a Po- 
ther. To juſtify any one; ſignifies properly to 
make a Man juſt, but in the Scripture Language 
chiefly means efteeming him ſo, and dealing with him 
as ſuch : Fuſlification then in the New Teſtament 
reſpects, either it, our Freedom from that Condem- 
nation, to which all Men are liable in an unregene- 
rate State, and from which by Grace We are deli- 
vered in Baptiſm ; : or ſecond! ly, our Acquittal at the 
Day of Judgment from final Condemnation. And 
I verily believe every Text in Scripture relating to 
this Doctrine, may well be explained, if you duly 
attend to theſe /wo Particulars z for when St. Paul, 
in his grand Diſpute with Jews and Gentiles about 
this Matter, fays that We are juſtified by Faith, 
without the Works of the Law, and that to him that 
worketh not, but believeth in Him that juſtifies the un- 
godly, Faith is imputed for Righteouſneſs, and a great 
deal more to the ſame Purpoſe, He only means 


in the former Senſe ; that in the beginning of the 


Goſpel, All Believers in Feſus, whether from among 
the Fews or Gentiles, were happily delivered in 
Baptiſm from that Condemnation, to which their 
former Sins had made them liable, before their 
Faith in Chriſt, Implying nothing more than that 
They formerly, and all ſuch Perſons now, as do 
or ſhall believe hereafter in the Name of Chriſt Je- 


ſus 
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fits, will undoubtedly be ab/oked by the means 
of Baptiſm, from that miſery to which their paſ 


Tranſpreſſions did ſadly expoſe them; and this 


We have the greateſt Reaſon to depend upon with 
certainty, upon any ones embracing the Goſpel and 
being baptiſed, becauſe God then becomes his gra- 
cious Father, is fully reconciled to him for the 
fake of his crucified Son Chriſt Jeſus, and has pro” 


miſed not to impure any paſt Offences to them 


that Believe in him. * 


The Apoſtle, You ſhould take Notice, in . 


this Affair of Juſtification, does not concern himſelf 
with what was to follow it, or that evangelical Obe- 


dience which We owe to our Maker after Baptiſm, 


when We are ſo juſtiſied; but at other times, and 
many other places, when there was occaſion, Our 
Saviour; St. Paul, St. Fames, St. Peter, and- the 
KReſt, ſufficiently inform us, that Goſpel Obedience is 
expected from all Chriſtians, if They mean to be 


finally juſtified, or hope to obtain that eternal 
Bliſs the Goſpel has promiſed us, | 


I know you'll fay to this, that «whom God jufifies, 


them he will alſo glorify, and That, when rightly un- 
derſtood, is very true; but in order to underſtand 
it, you ought to take the Paſſage in the latter 
Senſe I mentioned, about Juſtification, and then 
it will ſignify thus much; that thoſe Children of 
God thro* Faith in Chrift Jeſus, who have ſerved 
their dear Maſter with Care and Sincerity, and 


who alone will be j4#ified, or acquiticd as "ju? Per- 
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ſons at the laſt Aſſize, ſhall afterwards be admitted 
to the Foy of their Lord, and as they have done 
and ſuffered here for him, ſo ſhall they be glorified 
with him hereafter to everlaſting Ages. 

I wou'd obſerve further from what has been of- 
fered, in order to ſhew the uſefulneſs of Baptiſm, 
and alſo to give you and the People a clearer No- 
tion of that Eleclion, the Scripture mentions to us, 
what far greater Satisfaction and Aſſurance we 


Chriſtians may receive, from our having entered 


into Covenant with God by Baptiſm, than other 
Men in diſtant Countries, and ſome in our own; 
who live and die without it. 

For tho* upon the Scheme of Univerſal Redemp- 
tion, (which your favourite Noſtrums have led you 
abſolutely to deny, but which, whatever you own or 
deny is certainly the Doctrine of the Scripture) all 
Mankind have been made capable of receiving 
ſome Benefit by the Lamb ſlain, from the foundation 
of the World, who, we are aſſured from God's 
own Mouth, died for all, and taſted Death for every 
Man; yet what Advantages Thoſe, that are not 


taken explicitely into Covenant with God, ſhall 


actually receive from the Death of Chriſt, no Man 
can tell, becauſe it is no where revealed to us: It is 
certain, I think, that whatever God, for the Sake 
of Chriſt, may do for ſuch Perſons, they are 
None of his Ek#, and can have no Claims nor 
Priviledges which belong to us as Chri:ans. 
By being baptiſed we are made Members of 

Chriſt, Children of God, and have a Right to 

"0 the 
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the Kingdom of Heaven, but let any Man tell 
me, What unbaptiſed Perſon can be truly faid to 
be moved by that Holy Spirit, which proceeds from 
Chrif, as the Head, to us the Members of his 
Body? Who out of the Covenant by Baptiſm, 
can pray to God as his Father, in the Chriſtian 


Senſe, with a full Aſſurance of being graciouſly 


heard and anſwered ? Who, that is not related, 
as we are to God, can inſiſt upon a Title to a glo- 
rious State of Happineſs after this Life? Mie are 
the Sons of God, and by Virtue of his Promiſe, 


have a certain Aſſurance of it, juſt as a Perſon has 


to an Eſtate upon Earth, entailed upon him by a 


lineat-ucceſſion from his Father; and the Scrip- 
ture repreſents our future Happineſs as the conſe- 
quence of our being the Children of God; whereas 
the Unbelievers and Unbaptiſed, are all along conſi- 
dered as Aliens and Strangers, as Perſons, who have 
no full evidence or certainty of enjoying immor- 
tal Life, nor any Title to eternal Happineſs. 
The difference therefore, between Mankind in 
general, and Chriſtians in particular, may be fitly 


compared to that of Servants and Children in the 
the ſame Family; both the One and the Other, are 


all included in the /econd general Covenant, and 
no doubt the former will receive ſome advantage, 
if they act the part properly which God deſigned 
them for; but the Jaller entring into a nearer re- 
lation to God by the baptiſinal Covenant, it cannot 
well be queſtioned, will partake of much higher 

Priviledges ; and whilſt God may be truly ſaid to 
| | be 
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be the God of the Jews and Gentiles at large, he may 
{ be ſtrictly called, in a more eſpecial Senſe, the God and 
; Father of Chriſtians; the one, if they do their 
Work, ſhall have their Wages as Vaſſals and Ser- 
vants; and the other, if dutiful and obedient, as 
beloved Children, ſhall inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for them, and All whatever they receive, ſhall re- 

ceive it, for the Sake of Chriſt Jeſus. 
4 Hence we may diſcover who are God's choſen 
Generation, Ele, and Precious; and you and the 
People may eaſily perceive your Miſtakes about 
Saintfhip and Election; for in the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture and Antiquity, the Saints and the Ele don't 
ſignify any /elef# Number of Believers, as You and 
fome others uſe the Words now, to denote a certain 
choice Number of predeſtinate Perſons, but all Chri/- 
tians in general, who have entered into the Com- 
munion of the Church by the waters of Baptiſm, 
Who are ſtyled thus in the New Teſtament, upon 
account of their being in Covenant with God, juſt 
as all the Jews are called in the Old Teſtament, 
the Children of God and a Holy People unto the Lord; 
not that it is to be imagined all the Fews were for- 
merly, or that all Chriſtians now, are really and 
ſincerely holy, for alas! We ſadly lament the 
contrary, but becauſe he Fews were federally holy, 
by being ſeparated from the Idolatry of other 
Nations, and devoted to the Service of the true 
God, and becauſe We Chriſtians are alſo federally 
holy, by being diſtinguiſhed both from Fews and 
D 2 Gentiles, 
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Gentiles, by our Baptiſmal Covenant, and are bound 
to be inwardly fo by the ſtricteſt Obligations. 

Theſe Names, indeed, the Saints and the Ele, 
c. in a very ſound Senſe, may, and ought more 
eſpecially to be given to thoſe Chriſtians, who anſwer 
their baptiſmal Engagements by a lively Faith and 
holy Converſation ; but not in Your corrupt, rigid, 
predeſtinarian Signification, which has not any 
Countenance from Reaſon or Scripture. 


I muſt here obſerve, in the next Place, in order 
to correct Your Friend Yeſley*s groſs Error, about 


Sinleſs Perfection, that tho? at Baptiſm, We com- 


menced Sons of God, and received the Spirit of A. 
doption, whereby We cry, Abba, Father; yet never 
while below, can We be perfect, in an abſolute 
| Senſe, as our Heavenly Father is perfect, nor holy 
\ as He is holy; for like all the other Saints and 
Children of God who are gone to Bleſſedneſs be- 
fore Us, We have even the Beſt of Us, and ſhall 
have, till We come to the ſame happy Place, our 
ſeveral Blemiſhes and Frailties ; and One wou'd 
think it might be ſufficient, on this Head, to aſk 
that Gentleman to point out any one Perſon, from 
the Beginning of the World to this Day, (except- 
ing his deluded Followers and the Quakers, whoſe 
Vanity and Preſumption have tempted them to ſay 
DD) I fay, let Him ſhew us, if He can, any one 
Perſon, whether Patriarch, Prophet, Apoſtle, Martyr 


or Conſeſſor, or any other Saint, who has ever 


lived without them; no! the Holy Zeſus, alone, 
was t. the e Man who lived. and died without Sin; the 
meck 
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meek Moſes had his Fits of Impatience and Anger; 
St Peter had other Faults, beſides, and long after 
He denied his Maſter ; St Paul confeſſes He had 
not attained, neither was already perfect; in ſhort, 
to prove that in many Things We offend all, and 
that every Man breathing has been a Tyanſgreſſor, 
the Scripture, as it were, induſtriouſly diſcovers the 
Sins of the greateſt Worthies, and to the Point, 
goes up as high as the Creation, 

What then, it will be aſked, is the true Mean- 
ing of all thoſe Paſſages of by MWrit, which ſeem 
to require ſuch a fri Perfection, and which imply 
that the true Sons of God, have, and may attain it? 
Why all that can poſſibly be intended, conſidering 
the preſent State and Circumſtances of Men, is, that 
in every Excellence, in which We are required to 
imitate our Heavenly Father, or his holy Angels, We 
ſincerely endeavour, by his Crace, to come as near 
them as We can, truly reſembling thoſe bright Ex- 
amples, which here We cannot, nor by the mild 
Laws of the Goſpel are obliged to equal, for Imi- 
tation always falls below the Pattern : To imitate 
thoſe bleſſed perfect Beings, as far as poſſibly We are 
able, We ought, but 'tis not in the Power of im- 


perfect Creatures, and that Mr WYeſky ought to 


know, to do God perfe#? Service; to & what 
He'll accept from his adopted Children, for the 
Sake of Chriſt his maſt beloved Son, his Grace wil} 
be ſufficient for us; in which Senſe, the true Sons of 
God, may ſay, each one, I can do all Things thro? 
Chxift who ftrengthens me, but abſolute and unſinning 

Obedience 
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Obedience in this Life, is impoſſible; and there- 
fore, as I obſerved, our gracious Father, who knows 
whereof We are made, and remembers that We are 
but Duſt, in his great Mercy, now, doth not re- 
quire it; He only expects We ſhowd be daily 
gaining Ground of our Vices, and our Paſſions, and 
We may be ſure, if we find ourſelves, after ſtrict 
Examination, to be growing and improving, zhe 
Holy Spirit itſelf will bear Witneſs with our Spirit, 
that We are the Children of God, and in a State of 
Favour and Salvation, ; 

Therefore, tho? I have, Sir, and ever ſhall con- 
tend with all your miſcbievous Opinions, I take 
Pleaſure in letting the People know, You have 
diſclaimed this evil One, and cannot but commend 
your Reſolutions, in your late Letter to Mr. Weſ- 
ley, to oppoſe him with all your Might and Main, 
whilſt He thus deceives His Friends, in a Point of 
ſuch Importance, Teaching them a Doctrine, which 
ſets them above the uſe of Prayer, even that the 
Lord Himſelf has taught us, and muſt needs end 
always, if credited, in Deſpair on the one Hand, 
or Preſumption on the other. 

I now proceed to ſhew, from what has been 
already offered, the great Neceſſity of Water 
Baptiſm, which tho' You, Sir, 5 yet de- 


nied that I know, has however, been much diſpa- 


raged, by the imprudent manner of handling 
your favourite Subject. 
As our dear Redeemer is the Author of our Sal. 
vation, by purchaſing it for us by his Death on 
* the 
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the Croſs, ſo He alone cou'd certainly inform us 
of what is expected on our part, to render us ca- 
pable of partaking of that mighty Benefit, and 
unleſs We perform the neceſſary Conditions his Goſ- 
pel requires of us, We cannot reaſonably hope for 
the Bleſings He has promiſed us. 

Now, what more evident in Scripture, than that 
our Saviour inſiſts upon the Neceſſity of Water Bap- 
tiſm, Except a Man be born again of Water, ſays He, 
He cannot enter the Kingdom of God; and in another 
place, He that believeth and is baptiſed ſhall be ſaved; 
where *tis eaſy to obſerve that Water-Baptiſm is fo 
great a Requiſite, that it is expected from every one, 
unleſs Time and Opportunity be wanting, in which 
caſe, We have room to hope for God's Mercy, 
without the uſe of the outward Means of Salvation. 
But I pray God you may never alledge, as the 
Duakers do, however fond of their Notions about * 
the Spirit, that ſince God may fave without Mater- 
Baptiſm, Baptiſm with the Spirit, is of itſolf ſuffi- 
cient ; for Baptiſm with Water, and Baptiſm with 
the Holy Ghost, in ordinary Caſes, are both neceſſary, 
becauſe as We are aſſured Baptiſm of Water, with- 
out the Spirit, is inſufficient to Salvation, ſo the 
Scripture tells us the Baptiſm of the Spirit, without 
Water, is inſufficient likewiſe ; for you may take. 
notice that St Peter enjoins thoſe to be baptiſed 
with Water, who before had received the Baptiſm 
of the Holy Spirit, can any Man forbid Water, ſays 
He, that theſe ſhou'd not be baptiſed who bave re- 
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ceived the Holy Ghoſt as well as We? and He com- 
manded them to be baptiſed in the Name of the Lord. 

I wou*d obſerve ſtill further, to prevent Makes 
in the common People, about this Subject of Bap- 
tiſmal Regeneration, that notwithſtanding they have 
had the mighty Benefit of being early admitted 
into Covenant with God, yet they ſhould not de- 
ceive themſelves with wild Expectations, as if Bap- 
tiſm alone cou'd fave them, now they are come to 
Years of Diſcretion, without fulfilling their Engage- 
ments; No! Simon Magus was baptiſed formerly, 
and for want of true Faith and Repentance, in the 
end, no doubt was the worſe for it; and many O- 
thers, in all Times ſince, and at preſent, have been 
brought to this Holy Ordinance, who, for want of 
the true ſincere Goſpel Obedience, ſhall be finally re- 
jected; upon which Account, St Peter tells us, 
Baptiſm doth now ſave us, not the putting away of the 
Filth of the Fleſh, but the pag of a good Conſcience 
towards God, 

We entered when baptiſed into a Covenant; now 
every Covenant is a mutual Agreement between two 
Parties; This in particular We entered into at 
that time, conliſts of great Mercies on God's part 
to us, and Duties promiſed on our part to God; 
if then We don't make good our Promiſes, which 
We are All fo well acquainted with, We may ſtill, 
nay, We muſt fail of ever inheriting the Promiſes 
God has made us; We loſe all T:izle to his Favour, 
We can have no Advantage from our outward rela- 
tion to Chriſt at laſt, nor any Aſſurance now, of 
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Heaven and Happineſs; For What, tho' We 
when Infants were baptiſed into Chriſt's Religion, 
We may now become Apoſtates, which is a Thing 
frequent in theſe Days of Infidelity ? for We know 
tis common for Men not, inſtead of renouncing 
the Devil and all bis Works, the Pomps and Vanity 
of this wicked World, and all the Sinful Luſts of the 
Fleſh, to renounce their God and their Saviour; or 
What, though We have been once cleanſed from 
our original Corruption, by the Grace of God's ho- 
ly Spirit? Vet as our Church ſpeaks, We may ſtill 
depart from Grace given, and become as it were 
Dead again in Treſpaſſes and Sins; Or What, tho? 
We have been made Members of Chriſts myſtical 
Body, and I hope are hitherto /zvely Members of 
the ſame? Yet, by an «happy Alteration in our 
Lives and Converſations, We may hereafter com- 
mence Chriſtians in Name only, or become like 
Limbs cut off from the natural Body, which no 
longer receive Mouriſoment from the Spirits, which 
flow from the Head. 

Our Saviour makes uſe of a like Aluſion, very 
pertinent to the Purpoſe, which I wou'd have the 
Reader carefully conſider ; He tells us, He is the 
Vine, and that Ve are the Branches; He then that 
abideth in Chriſt and Chriſt in Him, the ſame bringeth 
forth much Fruit; every Branch that beareth not Fruit 
7s taken away; let us abide in Him, and he in us; as 
the Branch cannot bear Fruit of itſelf, except it Hide 
in the Vine, no more can We, except We abide in Him; 


Fa Man abide not in bim, He is caſt forth as a Branch 
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and is withered, and Men gather them, and They are 
caſt into the Fire and burned; but if We abide in 


Chriſt, and his Words abide in us, We ſhall aſk what 
we will, and it ſhall be done unto us; herein is God 
glorified, that we bear much Fruit, ſo ſhall we really 
be bis Diſciples and Children indeed; We are his 
Friends, if we do whatever He has commanded us. 

Hence then, it appears from the bapti/mal Con- 
tract, that Somewhat muſt be done on our part, in 
order to Salvation; indeed, what We are obliged 
to do, God enables us to do, and therefore his 
Commands are not grievous, his Yoke is eaſy, and his 
Burden light; but ſtill you ſee Something muſt be 
done by us, or elſe you make the Covenant at Bap- 
tiſm, a piece of Pageantry, Man, a Machine, and 
the Goſpel, Nonſenſe. 

What great Need, therefore, was there of Cor- 
rection, when during your ſtay in Philadelphia, 
Commiſſary Cummins tells us, you taught the Peo- 
ple, in expreſs Words, this ſhameful Doctrine? that 
good Works will not recommend us to God's Favour, 
nor Will evil Works, even all the Sins that ever were 
committed in the World, tho* centered in one Soul, for 
one Moment hinder its Juſtification and Salvation; 
that We have Free-Will only to do Evil; nay, are mere 
Machines, and therefore cannot do any tubing; or ſhowd 
Me attempt to do any thing for our ſelves, We there- 
by make our ſelves half Saviours, and in that Caſe, 
ſbou'd never be ſaved by Chriſt”s Merits , that Chriſt 
by his Obedience has every way fulfilled the Law for 
, and God will not deſire io be paid twice; that God 
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vill have no regard to Works paſt, preſent, or to como; 
that no Purity or Impurity, no Fitneſs nor Unfitneſs, 
are conſidered by Him; that no Conditions are requi- 
red; and that the only Qualification is to be a Sinner, 
and the greater the Sinner, the better Saint He 
will make. 

Before I conclude his Letter, I muſt obſerve 
one Thing further, and then Sir, I have done. 
You know, when you enter'd by Bapti/m into 
the new Covenant, which God made with us by his 
Son Jeſus, You was then joined to thoſe, who were 
before united together in a vi/ible Community for the 
Profeſſion of the Dofrines, and the Practice of the 
Precepts, contained in the Goſpel; in ſhort You 
then became a Part of the Body of Chriſt, 

Now in this ſpiritual Society, commonly called 
the Church, I ſuppoſe you won't yet deny There 
have all along been Biſhops to govern it, and are 
ſtill the /ame original Laws to direct all the Mem- 
bers of it; If then at any time diſorderly Perſons 
ſhould overlook the o Charter, and neglect 79 0- 
Bey thoſe "who have the rule over them, taking an 
undue Authority upon themſelves, Dividing and 
Splitting their Chriſtian Brethren, into Schi/ms 
and Parties; What I ask you muſt be done in 
ſuch a Caſe? You muſt needs own, Nothing Lets 
than What was uſual in the ancient times, and What 
has ever been done in all well- governed Societies, 
that is, after proper Forbearance, Rebukes, and Re- 
monſtrances, &c. to excommunicate ſuch Men, that 
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others, admoniſhed by their Example mi gb! be the more 
afraid to offend. 

This Puniſhment indeed will be made lobe of, 
if not laugbed at in theſe Days of Degeneracy and De- 
fection from the primitive Spirit; but whatever pro- 
fane Men may think of it, I had rather ſubmit 
to the moſt grievous temporal Calamity than 
juſtly deſerve it: And if Yu and the new Teach- 
ers are ſo much concerned, as You ſeem for the 
Souls of Others, I hope You'll dread the Danger 
of your own, ſhould our fairitual Governors be 
forced, by your continued irregular Canduf?, to exert 
their /acerdotal Powers. 

They have been inclined long to bear with 2%, 
as their Predeceſſors did formerly with great Temper 
and Prudence in the like Caſe of Montanus and his 
Party ;, but poſſibly the Time will come at laſt, 
when the Civil Magiſtrate may find it neceſſary to 
require ſome further Care on this Head, if it be 
only to preſerve the Bulk of the People from being 
fatally mifled into Dęſęns, deſtructive of both Parts 
of the Conſtitution. 

It would have been well for the poor Church of 
England if all factious People of what Sec or Sen- 
- Ziments ſoever had never been neglected at firſt by 
the Governing Part of it; for as One of the greateſt 
Churchmen We have had ſince the Reformatioz 
has excellently obſerved, A thoſe Evils which 
threaten a Rent in Church or Slate, are with far more 
ſafety prevented by Wiſdom, than puniſhed by Juſtice 
But if great Negletts have happened, and former 
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Opportunities been unwarily paſſed over; ſurely, 
without Offence, it may be wiſhed more Caution 
will be uſed at preſent, before Matters are brought 
to great Extremity, to fave a vaſt Number of the 
moſt ſincere Members of our Church from engaging 
in a New Separation; by reſolving, if Her pretended 
Sons go on to teach Doctrines She abhors, and are 
found obſtinate and irreclaimable, 7o cut off all 
ſuch as ſo trouble ber, | 

I have not conſidered what Power the Laws of 
England as They ſtand at preſent commit to our 
Eeclſiaſtical Fathers, but it is well known what 
Power our Lord and Maſter gave them for the 
Edification of his Church, which They will think 
themſelves obliged to exerciſe upon all neceſſary 
Occaſions. 

It was indeed great Prudence in Gamaliel to ad- 
viſe the Jews to Forbearance, when He had heard 
of the Power of our Lord's Reſurrection, and thoſe 
other ſpecial Miracles wrought by the Hands of 
Him and his Apoſiles, and fo in all likelihood was 
then doubting, if not convinced of the Truth of 
them; Ye Men of Iſrael take heed to your ſelves what 
Ye intend to do as touching theſe Men, I ſay unto you 
refrain from them and let them alone, leſt haply by 
your Oppoſition, e be found to fight againſt God; 
And if Zou, Sir, and your Brethren, at preſent 
could. produce the fame Credentials in your Favour, 
my Advice ſhould be the fame ; I ſhould readily 
embrace your Doctrine, believe It came from God, 
and that It would be Impoſſible by any means 7o 

overthrow, 
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overthrow it: But I very much queſtion the Vali- 
dity of that Jewiſh Doctor's other Reaſon for their 
Conduct on that Occaſion. F this Counſel or this 
Work be of Men, It will come to nought, tho' *tis 


true, He produces there ſome Inſtances to prove 


his Aſertion, For Error, when It has once taken 
Root, in Fact is not uſually overcome, but with 


the greateſt Difficulty, if at all, as the Church has 


ever found by fatal Experience. 
Montaniſm, and Arianiſm after it, moſt certainly 


the Counſel of Men, and for ought I know the 


Work of the Devil, have prevailed for many Cen- 
turies of Chriſtianity, and tho? ſometimes decli- 
ning, have often been revived; in different Shapes, 
and with different Names, and are yet continued 
among us from their firſt beginning to this Day; 
not to mention here ſome other groſs Heręſies now 
ſpread in England, which may for any thing ap- 
pears to the contrary, abide in the World till the 
Conſummation of all things; and verily, if Time and 
Patience, and gentle Treatment, are the only Reme- 
dies our. Saviour has left his Church to cure cor- 
rupted Principles, Hymeneus and Alexander ought 
to have been ſuffered to utter their wicked Blaſphe- 
mies, and there was no Neceſſity for St. Paul's 
Exerciſe of his Apeſtolical Rod in correcting them. 

Jam well aware, This Obſervation, now Di/- 
cipline in the Church is almoſt at an End, will 
generally be thought the Suggeſtion of an evil 
and perſecuiing Spirit; God forbid! but content- 
ed I am to bear any ſuch Imputations, if our truęſt 
Friends, 


1 


Friends, whoſe Judgment alone I reverence, ſhall 
think 1t proceeds, as it certainly does, from an 
earneſt Deſire to ſee the Church of England free 
from the Infection of ſome rotten Members. 

It may be ſaid, probably, the Times will not bear 
theſe wholeſome Severities, that is, the Children and 
Servants are grown ſo Headſtrong and Furious, that 
They mult c'en do as They pleaſe without Cor- 
rection, leſt They become quite Rebellious, and the 
Parents themſelves be turned out of their own 
Houſes : Nothing More needs be offered in anſwer 
to this, than What that abovementioned good 
Prelate has faid very much to the Purpoſe ; I know 
"lis a great Eaſe to let every thing be as It will, and 
every Man believe and do as Fle hit, but whether Go- 
vernors in Church or State do their Duty therewhile, 
is eaſily ſeen; fince This is an Effet of no King in 
Iſrael. | 
The Church of Rome, however, in manifold 
Reſpects, deformed by evil Opinions and Practices, 
is yet ſurely much to be commended for her uniform 
Endeavours to preſerve the Peace of it; and her 
vigilant and prudential Contrivances to ſtop Schiſn 
among her Members, have been ſo ſucceſsful, that 
the chief Argument to impoſe upon unwary Peo- 
. ple, of other Churches, has been her own Unity, and 
their ſetting up Altar againſt Altar, upon diſtracted 
Principles; God forbid We ſhou'd follow her Ex- 
ample, in uſing Fire and Fagget, or any unchriſtian 
| Methods, to ſecure fo great a Blęſing, but *tis cer- 
tain, in ſome Things relating to Diſcipline, the 

Church 
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Church of Rome very well deſerves the Church of 
England's Imitation. | 

We have long been wiſhing that Diſcipline may 
be reſtored, and every Year duly lament the want 
of it, but as Charles the Second uſed to ſay, to ſome 
in his Time, I ſee no Step taken, no One heartily at- 
tempting to recover it; if ever that happy Day ſhall 
come, our authorized Superiors, in the Church of 
England, at preſent the pureſt in Docirine in the 
World, will then, no doubt, take Care to regulate 
all our evil Practices; but till it docs come, all her 
private Members muſt reſt contented, tho? every 
now and then, new Weſleys and Whitefields, with- 
out fear of Puniſhment, pretending Reformation, 
ſtart up to moleſt us. 

In the mean Time, while We expreſs our Concern 
for the want of Diſcipline, which *tis likely, encou- 
rages theſe Perſons to turn Faith into Faction, We 
ſhou'd not forget to exhort all Chriſtians of our 
Communion ; which I do now with the greateſt ear- 
neſtneſs, that They will be careful not to aggravate 
this Evil, by attending ſuch Mens unlicenced and 
tumultuous Meetings; Rather it is expected, They'Il 
frequent their Pariſh Churches, where They are 
plainly informed about all neceſſary Matters, rela- 
ting to Salvation, by their own proper Paſtors. 

For whether wou'd They run for Knowledge 
in this Caſe? and run where They will, where will 
They ſo readily find it, as with our Holy Mother, 
the negledted Church of England? to whom ſhall 
We go? Thou haſt the Words of eternal Life. 
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If then They are ſeeking in earnef, for the 
true Way to Heaven, let them go up to Feruſalem, 
to the Temple of God, as God has commanded, 
which is the Place where Men ought to Worſhip ; 
for it is doubtleſs ſchiſmatical and unlawful to for- 
fake the Altar of the living God, to go They can't 
tell whither, to Dan and Bethel, to hearken to the 
Noiſe of thoſe Calves, which have lately been ſet 
up, to be worſhipped upon Heaths and Commons. 

God grant, therefore, that all the People of our 
Eſtabliſhment (it is feared a vaſt Number) who have 
been unhappily med, or uſed to follow a Multi- 
tude to do Evil, may immediately reſolve to return 
to their Duty, and not be ſo obſtinately Silly and 
Sinful, as ſtill to go on in the wrong Road, and per- 
ſiſt in Error, when They have been told the Dan- 
ger! O grant that the Attempts of theſe ra/þ En- 
thufiaſts may not ſeduce them any longer. 

And now Brother Whitefield, (to put an 
end to this Letter; whatever You have ſaid 
or done amiſs, I wot that through Ignorance You 
did it, as I hope, did alſo your Rulers ; but thoſe 
Things, which God before had ſhewed by the Mouth 
of Chriſt, and all his Apoſtles, that Offences ſhou'd 
come, and that falſe Teachers ſbou'd ariſe, from among 
ourſeFoes, "ſpeaking perverſe things, io draw away 
Diſciples after them, &c. He hath fo fulfilled; 
Repent vou therefore, and be Converted, that your Sins 
may be blotted out. 

And who knows, after all, but the ſame God 
who in the Infancy of Chriſtianity, ſeeing the honest, 
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but miſeuided Zeal of Saul the Perſecutor, corvert- 
ed him in an extraordinary manner, into Paul the 
Preacher; if You are as ſincere as He was, may 
mercifully hear the devout Prayers of his Church 
on your behalf, and tho* You have long erred, and 
are deceived, bring you into the way of Truth, and 
make you a choſen Veſſel to Himſelf, to bear his 
Name among the Gentiles; Which is the earneſt 
Deſire of, 


IX, 


April, 13th, 
1741. 


Your faithful Friend to ſerve You, 


by TRISTRAM LAND. 
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